
 

The Blount report stated: 

Up to January 16, 1893, the broad principles laid down in Mr. Webster’s quoted 
words were not only the rule of conduct for the Government of the United States 
in its relations with the Government of Hawaii; but they were also recognized by 
those who desire, as well as by those who do not desire, the annexation of the 
Hawaiian archipelago to this country. The state papers of Secretary Marcy and 
Secretary Blame, and the published utterances of other distinguished citizens of the United 
States who have regarded annexation as the ultimate and desirable destiny of these islands 
of the Pacific, will be searched to no purpose for indications of a belief that annexation 
should be brought about otherwise than in fidelity to treaty obligations, openly in the face of 

day, in entire good faith and known to all nations, and without the menace or actual 
application of superior military force. A belief to the contrary is so repugnant to the 
traditions and temper of the American people, and so clearly involves adherence to the 
theory of insular colonial expansion by conquest, that one may safely assert it will find scant 

favor among the people of the United States. 

The dethronement of Queen Liliuokalani and the establishment of an oligarchy on 
the island of Oahu, “until terms of union with the United States of America have 
been negotiated and agreed upon,” were effected on the afternoon of Tuesday, 
January 17, 1893, in the presence of a considerable body of the naval forces of the 
United States, armed with Gatling guns, and stationed in the immediate vicinity 
and in plain sight of the Palace and Government Building, where the so-called 
revolution was consummated. 

The local causes of this so-called revolution, remote and proximate, are relatively 
immaterial to the United States. They, with the general issue of annexation, dwindle before 

the question: What were the purpose and the effect of the presence of the forces of 
the United States in Honolulu on January the sixteenth and seventeenth? 

The recognized government of a nation with which we were at peace had officially notified 

Minister Stevens, our representative, of its ability to preserve order and protect property. 
The Vice-Consul-General of the United States, Mr. W. Porter Boyd, testifies that no 
uneasiness was felt at the consulate, and that the landing of the troops was a complete 
surprise to him. All the signs of street life betokened good order, and, soon after the 

blue-jackets had trailed their artillery through the streets, the population of 
Honolulu was enjoying the regular Monday evening out-of-door concert of the 
Hawaiian Band. The landing of the troops was promptly followed by the protests of 
the proper authorities of the kingdom and the island, transmitted officially to 
Minister Stevens. No evidence has been presented to Commissioner Blount to show that 

there was any apprehension or any desire for the presence ashore of the men of the 
“Boston” under arms, except on the part of the members of the Citizens Committee of 
Safety. The matter was not referred to at the mass meeting of the foreign population, 
organized by that committee, and held but a few hours before the troops landed. 

The Committee of Safety, at whose request Mr. Stevens summoned the troops, did 
not prefer that request as American citizens. It could not, for only five of its 
thirteen members owed allegiance to and were under the protection of the United 

States. By the admission of several of their own number to Mr. Blount, they were 
engaged in plotting secretly the overthrow of the government and the 



establishment of themselves in power until they could transfer the Islands to the 
United States, and Minister Stevens was in their full confidence at the time they 
asked for, and he ordered, the landing of the troops. They had been threatened 
with arrest by the government they planned to overthrow, and he had promised to 

protect them. The troops of the Boston were the only means he had of keeping 
good that promise, and he did not scruple to use them for it. But even to the thirteen 
engaged in the plot the danger of arrest was not so imminent as to deter them from 
requesting Mr. Stevens not to land the troops too soon for their purposes. Mr. W.0. Smith, 
the attorney-general of the Provisional Government and a leader in the committee, testifies 

that at a conference on Monday afternoon, at four o’clock, “our plans had not been 
perfected, our papers had not been completed, and, after a hasty discussion--the time being 
short--it was decided that it was impossible for us to take the necessary steps, and we 
should request that the troops be not landed until the next morning, the hour in the 

morning being immaterial--whether it was nine, eight, or six o’clock in the morning--but we 
must have further time to prevent bloodshed.” Nevertheless the “Boston’s” men landed 
at five o’clock, Mr. Stevens being apparently the only man on the Island of Oahu 
who deemed their presence necessary at that time. 

To keep pace with Mr. Stevens’ haste, the Committee of Safety met secretly a few hours 
later and selected Judge Sanford B. Dole as the civil head of their oligarchy, and Mr. John II. 
Soper, a citizen of the United States, as the head of its military forces, then in existence 

only in the imagination of the conclave. Mr. Soper admits that he did not agree to accept 
the command of the provisional “army” until he was assured that Minister Stevens would 
recognize the Provisional Government on Tuesday. On their part both Judge Dole and 
Minister Stevens apparently did not have entire confidence in the prowess of “General” 

Soper, as witness the following letter to Judge Dole the next day: 

U. S. Legation, Jan. 17, 1893. Think Captain Wiltse will endeavor to maintain order and 
protect life and property, but do not think he would take command of the men of the 
Provisional Government. Will have him come to the Legation soon as possible and take his 
opinion and inform you soon as possible. 

Yours truly, John L. Stevens. 

The purpose of the presence of the blue-jackets, in the minds of the committee that asked 
for it, is summed up in the admission of Judge Dole that when the troops were first 
furnished they could not have gotten along without their aid, and of Mr. Henry Waterhouse 
of the Committee: 

We knew the feeling of those who were in power then--that they were cowards--that by 
going up with a bold front and they supposing that the American troops would assist us, 
that would help us out. 

The forces of the United States, thus brought ashore against the protest of a friendly Power, 
at the request of men engaged in a plot to overturn that Power, were stationed, remote 
from the residences of Americans, less than a hundred yards from the Government Building, 

designated by Minister Stevens as the place in which the Provisional Government should be 
established to secure his recognition, and in plain sight of the Queen’s palace windows. 
Admiral Sketrett sums up the disposition of the forces thus: 



The American troops were well located if designed to promote the movement for 
the Provisional Government, and very improperly located if only intended to 
protect American citizens in person and property. 

The Queen was dethroned and the oligarchy established by proclamation, read by 
a citizen of the United States, shortly before three o’clock, and recognized, in the 
name of the United States, by Minister Stevens before it was in possession of any 
point held in force by the Queen’s government. With more prudence Captain Wiltse, in 

command of the “Boston,” declined to recognize it until it came into possession of the 
military posts of the Queen, as it did by her voluntary surrender of them early in the 
evening. Her surrender was in terms to the superior force of the United States, and until 
such time as the Government of the United States shall, upon the facts being presented to 
it, undo the action of its representative, and on this understanding it was accepted by the 

junta. 

On February 25, 1843, King Kamehameha III ceded the Hawaiian Islands to Lord 
George Paulet under duress of the guns of Her Majesty’s ship “Carysfort,” subject 

to review by the government of Queen Victoria, and the British flag was raised 
over Honolulu. On July 31 of the same year Rear Admiral Richard Thomas, 
representing the Queen, declined to accept the cession, and recognized the King 
as the lawful sovereign of the Islands, stating that this act of restoration should be 

accepted by the King as a most powerful and convincing proof not only of the responsibility 
he is under to render immediate reparation for real wrongs committed upon British subjects 
or their property, but also of the importance which attaches to the maintenance of those 
friendly and reciprocally advantageous relations which have for so many years subsisted 

between the two nations. 

The people of Hawaii have dedicated one of the public squares of Honolulu to the memory of 
this just and generous restoration of their national life. 

The questions raised by Commissioner Blount’s report—and the statement of facts given in 
these pages rests on the testimony of annexationists--take precedence of any question of 
territorial expansion. Through the action of their representative the United States 

were placed on January16 and 17 in the position of armed invaders of a friendly 
state, giving countenance and moral support to a plot to overturn a Government, 
which could not otherwise have succeeded and would not otherwise have been 
attempted. The character of that Government does not enter into the question of the 
observance of our treaty obligations to it or into that consideration which is due to the weak 
from the strong in the mind of every American. 

 


